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APPROPRIATION (RECURRENT 2016–17) BILL 2016 
APPROPRIATION (CAPITAL 2016–17) BILL 2016 

Second Reading — Cognate Debate 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [2.49 pm]: Mr Speaker, I want to clarify a couple of things that I said before 
question time in relation to what I believe was dodgy funding of election campaigns — 
The SPEAKER: Can you speak up please? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am doing my best, Mr Speaker. I have a bit of a sore throat, I am afraid. I will certainly 
try to speak up. 
I think that the unauthorised funding of various campaigns in 2013 has been acknowledged by the president of 
the executive committee and the people who control the Moore division because a meeting of the executive 
committee has been called, which is the very first one I can think of for quite a few years. It will take place 
tomorrow night. The only item on the agenda is the approval of funding for the campaign for the federal seat of 
Moore. They know that what they did in the past was wrong, because it was completely unauthorised, and they 
are now trying to make amends by doing it legally and properly and following the Liberal Party constitution—
which they had not done in the past. 

I want to move on to some other areas. I am very, very keen to talk about road safety, which is very close to my 
heart. We now have a person classified as — 
The SPEAKER: Right! There is a meeting and people are talking and I cannot hear the member for Hillarys. If 
members want to talk, please go outside. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As I was saying, we have a person appointed by the minister—it 
was a thought bubble—with the title Road Safety Commissioner. First let me say that I think he is a very good 
person. I know that because I know him from the old days when he was a police officer. He is a very good 
person. He is the brother of the member for Warnbro. I have nothing but respect for him. The problem we have 
now is that he has no legal standing. He was not appointed by legislation—the minister knows that. He was not 
appointed under the Government Gazette; his position is just a thought bubble. 
Mr J.M. Francis: That’s not fair! 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The minister’s commissioner has been gazetted. He is quite legal. He has been recognised. 
The trouble is that the Road Safety Commissioner has not. The commissioner is doing the job because he is 
basically an extra staff member to the minister. He is not there — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Oh, be quiet for goodness’ sake. You are like a fishwife. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough, I call you to order for the first time. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mrs G.J. GODFREY: I take exception to what the member for Hillarys said. It is unparliamentary under 
standing order 42. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I withdraw, Mr Speaker. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. I never heard it. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I did. I used an unparliamentary term, which is very unusual for me. 
The SPEAKER: I have to call you to order, member for Hillarys—sorry about that. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Certainly—be my guest. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the first time. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I was saying that the minister has abolished the Road Safety Council. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Do I have to put up with these interjections all the time? 
The SPEAKER: I never heard what was said. We have moved on now and I want to hear the member for 
Hillarys. He has limited time; let us just get on with it. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Road Safety Council created under the Road Safety Act basically has been 
abolished — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Be quiet, for goodness’ sake. 
Under legislation the council has always had an independent chairman. There is no longer an independent 
chairman or any legal oversight of what is being spent from the road trauma trust account or in the office of road 
safety, which is now called the Road Safety Commission. There is no such office under legislation. There is 
nobody keeping an eye on what is going on. In the past, expenditure from the road trauma trust account was 
always on recommendation from the Road Safety Council. Very often it was ignored completely, particularly by 
the Premier, who would not have point-to-point cameras or allow me to spend money on roads in country areas 
where there had been crashes. He said that he did not care. 
Let me go on because I have limited time. I believe that the minister has misled the house and misled the public. 
Looking at the article she gave as an exclusive to The Sunday Times, headed, “$145 million to tackle toll”, she 
does not say how much of that $145 million will go into administration and that sort of thing. How much 
funding has been cost-shifted? It is millions and millions of dollars. If members look carefully—I will go 
through this very carefully—she said that $20 million will be spent on metropolitan intersections. She said that 
in her statement and she said that in this house. It is what the Treasurer said as well, but it is not true. If members 
look at budget paper No 2, line item “Improving Safety at Metropolitan Intersections” has an allocation of 
$10 million. That is $10 million in the budget. The minister said that it would be $20 million. Where has that 
other $10 million gone? She also said that there had been no cost-shifting. Safer roads and bridges never came 
out of the road trauma trust account. For years it was a Main Roads Western Australia line item in the budget. 
Now, they have cost-shifted it so that the road trauma trust account pays for black spot program funding, which 
was never done in the past. That funding is for Main Roads to make good the mistakes that it made in the first 
place. 
The bloke sitting next to the minister, the Premier, would not let me spend any money in country areas. He 
refused to let me spend money to try to save lives in country areas. 
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: My chief of staff is a witness to that. We nearly came to blows over it. The Premier would 
not approve point-to-point cameras or anything of that nature. He would not approve an extra booze bus and 
extra police officers to operate it. He was totally opposed to all that. That is what he was. I have always said that 
there is blood on his hands, quite frankly. It is totally wrong. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: Somewhat the opposite. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Premier knows what the truth is, but it seems to be a stranger to him these days, it 
really does. It is time the Premier went. I said it three years ago, the Premier should go. 
Until last year, the safer roads and bridges program was a line item under the Commissioner of Main Roads and 
tens of millions of dollars was allocated there to make good on roads. That has now been cost-shifted to the road 
trauma trust account. Unfortunately, journalists never have enough time to really delve into the budget process to 
see where cost-shifting has taken place and the funding that is not appropriate to come out of this area. It is like 
a cash cow. 
I want to try to get as much done as I can here, because I only have four minutes. I refer to the Police News. 
What I have been saying, what the president of the WA Police Union has been saying—he said it in one of the 
latest editions of Police News—what the RAC has been saying, and what anyone else who cares about road 
safety has been saying is that the biggest deterrent to people hooning, speeding, drink-driving and all the rest is 
more cops on the road. But what has the minister done? Nothing—absolutely nothing at all! If members look at 
the last edition of Police News, the union president is quoted saying quite clearly that that is what is needed. He 
even mentions in the article my having promoted this many, many times. But the minister has done nothing 
about it whatsoever. God knows why she does not do anything about it. They talk about the meth money. Why 
did the Treasurer put five-point-something million dollars from consolidated revenue into the road trauma trust 
account and allow the police to access the funds for more drug testing? The money is there in the road trauma 
trust account. They must have got their figures mixed up or something. I ask and hope that the Auditor General 
will look very, very closely at the funding this minister is, in my view, squandering, and the cost-shifting in 
relation to the road trauma trust account. I ask the Auditor General to do that. Somebody has to do it. Either the 
Auditor General or the member for Girrawheen’s committee needs to scrutinise the road trauma trust account 
because there is nobody in there now and there is no Road Safety Council that meets and has an independent 
chairman. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: They met a couple of weeks ago. 

 [2] 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 18 May 2016] 

 p3216e-3227a 
Mr Rob Johnson; Ms Rita Saffioti; Ms Libby Mettam; Ms Janine Freeman 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: With an independent chairman? There is no independent chairman; she let him go and 
would not replace him. She has now replaced the chairman with a Road Safety Commissioner who has no 
standing and no legal or legislative backing whatsoever. That is who she has replaced him with—it is a con job. 
She has misled the public and she has misled the Parliament about funds in the road trauma trust account. Please, 
please: I beg journalists to have a good look at what has been going on here, because it is a scandal; it is a scam. 
The government is scamming money from one budget to another—it is taking funding out of the cash cow. 
I have said—even to the Premier, when I introduced the bill—to make sure that 100 per cent of funding from 
speed and red-light cameras going into the road trauma trust account would end. Everybody is saying that it is 
just a cash cow and for revenue raising. It is not anymore. It has become revenue raising again, and this 
government minister should be ashamed of herself. There are people dying on our roads and we have a horrific 
road toll so far this year, and she has to take some responsibility for that; so does the Premier, sitting next to her. 
He is rubbing his hands in anxiety because he knows that what I am saying is true. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: No, he’s not. Tell the truth. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: You know what I am saying. Where is the independent chairman of the Road Safety 
Council? 
The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 
Mr C.J. Barnett: You are so irrelevant. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Irrelevant! You are irrelevant now. I think you are irrelevant, Premier, and it is time you 
went—it really is. Just be graceful and do it honourably. Just walk out of that door and go into the sunset because 
you are no good to this state anymore at all. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [3.00 pm]: That is quite an act to follow! My speech will be quite mellow. 
I rise to make my speech on the budget on the Appropriation (Recurrent 2016–17) Bill 2016 and the 
Appropriation (Capital 2016–17) Bill 2016. Walking around this place and seeing members of the WA 
Liberal Party is like watching a scene from the Living Dead. We have a bunch of zombies walking around 
and thinking, “Is that really happening? Did we really increase land tax three years in a row? Did we really 
increase net debt to $30 billion? Did we really deliver a deficit of $3.9 billion?” This is like the awakening 
of a bunch of zombies who are now realising exactly what they have done. Land tax is a particular case in 
point. We have seen massive increases in land tax that have all been supported by the Liberal–National 
Party. Members opposite clap the budgets and now they are saying, “Geez, it’s really hurting out there.” 
We just heard the Minister for Training and Workforce Development say that training is cut during times of 
high unemployment because there is less demand. That is this government’s economic policy—actually, 
I do not think that is right. We should train people to get into jobs, particularly when thousands of people 
become unemployed. That is the type of economic policy and economic randomness we get from this 
government. As I said, this is the Land of the Living Dead. The zombies are awakening: “Oh, my goodness; 
we increased land tax three years in a row! Oh, my goodness; debt is really high!” The thing is that none of 
them claim responsibility. They all walk around in the corridors bumping into each other saying, “Was it 
you who increased land tax? Was it you who increased debt? How did this happen? How did we get to 
this?” 

Now they are all at sea. They have no economic vision and no pathway in respect of financial management. 
The numbers speak for themselves. For three years, we have had falling state final demand, and business 
investment has plummeted. What vision do we have from this government? What is its plan? There is no 
plan. It just rode the economic boom and built a couple of projects like Elizabeth Quay and said that they 
would be the future employment generators—and that is it. This government did a whole reshuffle and 
forgot innovation. A new ministry had to be sworn in the other day because innovation had to be tacked 
onto the portfolio of the Minister for Finance. This government is all over the place, and so are the 
finances. Our net debt is $30 billion and we have a deficit of $3.9 billion. One of the most worrying signs is 
the cash operating balance, which is hidden in appendix 1 of the general government cash flow. However, it 
shows a negative $2.4 billion—that is, a cash operating deficit in the cash flow statement of $2.4 billion 
after a $1.2 billion deficit in 2015–16 and a deficit forecast for $626 million in 2017–18. This cash 
operating deficit is borrowing for recurrent items. This is the line that shows us that the Liberal and 
National Parties are borrowing to fund everyday spending. As I have said, it is like borrowing to put milk 
in the fridge. Yesterday, the other side dared to try to give this side an economic lecture. They have driven 
the WA economy off the cliff with no plan for the future and they have ruined the state’s finances. It will 
take terms of government to correct it. 

What is their solution? They have no solution. They tried this privatisation angle, which was put by the 
Leader of the Opposition today. The Treasurer’s budget speech said that they will have a privatisation plan 
after the election, but they will allocate the funds now. We knew what you guys were up to. We knew you 
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had this plan to sell Western Power and then try to fund the infrastructure and create a purpose, because 
you have none—but then it all fell apart. This government has no credibility on public transport, so making 
that a major feature was not going to work, and then it realised that the National Party was not quite with it 
on the plan. Therefore, the whole plan fell apart. It then pulled together these couple of paragraphs in the 
budget speech that sort of say that the government has to sell Western Power, but it will have a plan and 
make a decision after the next election and it will allocate those funds now. I have never seen anything like 
this in which these words are put into a budget speech but they do not reflect the budget papers. 

I am afraid that the state Parliament is seeing yet another draft budget because the Minister for Training and 
Workforce Development just said that those cuts were not really cuts because they are still subject to 
negotiation. Does that mean that those trading numbers are invalid before the budget is actually passed in 
this place? Time and again, the budget has been brought down in this place, but things have changed 
dramatically and by the time it has passed through Parliament, the numbers have changed. This is all 
because this government has never taken this state’s finances seriously. 

We have again today seen a performance piece by the Treasurer on Western Power. His annual report 
shows a tax equivalent, and now he is saying there is no tax equivalent. Are his annual reports incorrect or 
is he, again, just trying to speak half-truths in this place? He always does that. He tries to be smarter than 
anybody else, but he is not. This Treasurer is overseeing this worst set of finances in this state. He makes it 
up as he goes along. He tells a few jokes to a business audience, he gets up his confidence and then thinks 
that that can hold for the rest of the year, but it does not. We have seen it happen time and again. Now we 
have this bizarre situation in which the Premier is obviously not keen to be around. He is not a happy 
person, and I fear that today is one of his worst days I have seen in this place. Occasionally we know that 
he is at that point where he is just so angry with the world, and then we have the people around him. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Stunned! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: They are continually stunned by his performance. This is funny because I thought that when 
the zombies woke up, they actually realised that the master was not as good as he thought he was. Maybe they 
are getting to that point or maybe they are waiting for their factional powerbroker from over east Mathias to give 
them the call. We know that he likes the Minister for Transport. We know that he does not like the Treasurer. 
That is what is happening. We are now witnessing the factional battles of the Liberal Party. Some of the 
allegations made by the member for Hillarys were completely incredible, shocking and breathtaking. I am sure 
that if a former Labor Party member made accusations regarding unions, it would be on the front page of the 
paper. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: The front page of The Australian. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It would be on the front page of The Australian. We will see how this goes because some of 
those allegations were absolutely breathtaking in how significant and serious they were. 
But let us go through the budget. I will start with the transport portfolio because, yet again, it has been seven and 
a half years and we still do not have a public transport plan. Remember the government’s commitment in its first 
100 days? 
Mr M.H. Taylor interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Bateman is one of my favourites now, because I know that we might not be 
seeing him for much longer. 
Still, after seven and a half years, there is no public transport plan. Remember, one of the government’s key 
commitments in its first 100 days was a public transport plan. Now, there is still no public transport plan. 
Instead, we see a few little commitments here and there. One of my favourites is that the Metro Area Express 
light rail project still appears in the forward estimates. Over $400 million has been allocated in the forward 
estimates for MAX light rail. Remember last week, the Minister for Transport, who has $400 million in his 
budget for MAX light rail, said that it was unsafe. He was worried about little Johnny getting smashed by a tram 
on Fitzgerald Street. Now, little Johnny does not seem to be a priority anymore. He is not worrying about little 
Johnny anymore, because there is $400 million for MAX light rail in the budget. However, the Treasurer is 
saying that it is not going to happen; we are not going to build MAX unless the private sector totally funds it. 
Again, the budget makes no sense. Last week, the Minister for Transport said that the roads are too narrow, even 
though a tram lane, as I understand, is narrower than a vehicle lane. Anyway, he was saying that the roads are 
too narrow, and he was worried about little Johnny’s health. 
Mr P. Papalia: He is not going to be hit by a car, but he can be hit by a tram. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Obviously, being hit by a bus is much better. 
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He went on to say that he was too worried about Johnny and that MAX was no longer a priority, but then MAX 
appeared in the forward estimates. 
Let us look at my favourite, the new bus lane to Ellenbrook. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Where is Frankie? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Where is Frank, because I have another piece of election material that I thought I would 
bring out on this occasion. In the year before every election, there is a little bit of activity in Ellenbrook. The 
government completely ignores public transport for all the preceding years. It says that we do not need public 
transport. I think the member for Swan Hills said that the buses were all empty; we do not need public transport 
because no-one was catching the bus. Then we had the Minister for Transport saying that everyone uses their 
cars, so we do not need better public transport up there. The government spends three years saying that we do 
not need public transport and then, normally, about a year before the election, there is a bit of activity. I drive 
along the road and see surveyors there, and I think, “The Liberal Party’s up to it again; it’s going to be making 
an election announcement.” Then, there was one. Let us go through it. Remember, in 2008, this was the flyer—
the Liberals will build that rail line to Ellenbrook. There is a picture of the rail line, and it was sent to every 
household. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Where is the member for Swan Hills? You’d think he’d want to hear this. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, you would think so. 
Then, I was doing a bit of research on the bus rapid transit concept a couple of weeks ago. It is amazing what we 
keep in our inboxes, because I got his flyer from 2012—the letter that he sent to everyone in Ellenbrook. This 
time it was about the BRT. Remember, this was sent to everyone in Ellenbrook in 2012. He is talking about all 
the things that he has achieved. The letter states that the bus rapid transit, the dedicated bus lane between 
Ellenbrook and Bassendean station, is underway. That is what was stated in 2012. Before 2008, a flyer was sent 
around about the proposed rail line, and then the member for Swan Hills wrote to everyone in 2012 saying that 
the BRT is underway. Of course, it never happened. Remember, the government pulled it, so it was never built. 
Let us go through the history of this. We had the rail line committed to, then we had a $110 million BRT, which 
was going to be a bus rapid transit between Ellenbrook and Bassendean train station, and then we went to 
a nine-kilometre bus lane. It actually reminds me of one of the Get Smart episodes that members may remember, 
in which the Smart character says, “Would you believe this? Would you believe that? How about 
a nine-kilometre bus lane?” That is where we are at—a nine-kilometre bus lane. 
I heard the Minister for Transport stating that I had neglected the Lord Street implications. First of all, no-one 
understands what they are, but I do not think Lord Street is a dual carriageway. The other thing is that the project 
is costed at $49 million. I am no engineer, but $49 million seems like pretty good value for building a bus lane, 
three new bus stations and three underpasses. I do not know what those bus stations will entail, but I think it is 
not going to be very impressive, because $49 million to build three dedicated bus stations, 400 car parking 
spaces, the bus lane and a new Lord Street seems to me to be either extremely good value for money or not very 
good infrastructure. 
The member for Southern River is not here. Over the past couple of weeks the member for Southern River has 
been engaging in a lot of activity. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Frenetic activity. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Frenetic activity about the Thornlie–Cockburn connection. He has been making it a priority 
for eight years, but for eight budgets it has never, ever appeared. All that frenetic activity has meant nothing. 
I thought that, in the last budget, the Liberal Party would think enough of the member for Southern River to fund 
that rail extension; surely it would do that. Why let him go out and engage in all this frenetic activity, saying how 
much he worked for this rail line, and how much he was doing, when it does not appear in the budget papers? 
There is no funding in the next four years. 
Of course we can go through it all. We have talked about Ellenbrook, and we have Yanchep. Remember, that 
was meant to be a priority in the 2011 draft plan. The government has absolutely no plan for public transport. 
The fact that there is no plan means that the government is making completely ad hoc decisions that do not make 
a lot of sense, when we step back. The Ellenbrook bus lane finishes on Marshall Road in my electorate, and then 
it joins into Reid Highway. Then, the plan is to send it west to Midland and then east to Bassendean station, and 
potentially to Morley. The bus lane finishes, and then Reid Highway continues as a single lane, which is already 
significantly congested, and we are going to send more buses down that road where the congestion will get a lot 
worse because the government has failed to finish the duplication of Reid Highway. With no plan, all the 
government is doing is making ad hoc decision after ad hoc decision and continues to move, rather than fix 
congestion. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The government continues to move congestion rather than fix it. 
I will go through some other key points, beginning with the road program. Wherever I go throughout the 
suburbs—and throughout the regions, but particularly throughout the suburbs—road congestion continues to be 
a major problem. Today, I was out looking at some overpasses that need to be built. Because of its unhealthy 
obsession with the Perth Freight Link, this government has poured $2 billion into a project that nobody wants, 
and now it is unable to fix the congestion in the suburbs. Take the Armadale Road example. The government has 
committed to the duplication of Armadale Road that ends at an already significant congestion point. Without 
fixing that bridge, the government is just moving congestion rather than fixing it. 
Dr A.D. Buti: Congestion to nowhere. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes—another road to nowhere. This is because the government has no plans of its own. It 
just follows what Mathias Cormann does. I know that the Premier does not want stage 2 of the Perth Freight 
Link project but now, to be frank about it, he is not in a position to reject it. I believe that he wants Roe 8, 
although I believe nobody has actually sat down with him to explain that Roe 8 does not make sense. Traffic can 
turn left and go down to Kwinana, but it has to go through 17 sets of traffic lights, and the road is very costly to 
fix. Technically it is possible, but it is not what heavy trucks want to do. Alternatively, we are going to have to 
spend $2 billion to get it up to scratch. I think he is still not quite across it, but I know he still committed to 
Roe 8. I know he does not want the tunnel, but he is now powerless. He has Mathias Cormann running a road 
agenda in WA. Think about that, guys. They talk about faceless men. This man is a federal minister, but apart 
from smoking a cigar occasionally, this man is running the road agenda, overriding the whole state party. The 
government is now creating congestion spots in all its areas, congestion that cannot be fixed because it has 
brought $2 billion into this unhealthy obsession. I think some government members have woken up from their 
zombie status, and they should be questioning this. They should be questioning why $2 billion is being spent in 
one area when my area continues to have overpasses that need to be built and roads that need to be improved. 
They just accept it. Maybe they are slowly waking up, but I am not getting the sense that they have woken up in 
any urgency. 

Mr J.H.D. Day: Reid Highway overpasses—have you noticed any of those over the last few years? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Did the government finish the duplication? Reid Highway has a single lane. Does the 
minister think Reid Highway should stay as a single lane? Does the minister know what? If that is not changed, 
all the government does is just move congestion. The government has to have a whole plan and that is what it 
does not do. It continually goes around bit by bit, but it does not actually have a plan to fix congestion. 
Mr J.H.D. Day: NorthLink to remove traffic from the Great Northern Highway through the Swan Valley? Was 
that not a good idea? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That was Anthony Albanese’s idea. It was totally “Albo”. I remember I was in the 
Public Accounts Committee and I was talking to state government representatives and at the same time I knew 
that the City of Swan was lobbying the federal Labor government. The bureaucrats said that they did not really 
have any plans and that things were very preliminary. To tell the truth, federal Labor funded that project well in 
advance of it being ready to be funded. Where is that letter? 
J.H.D. Day interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I will tell the minister why: because the government was not ready. I know this. Listen to 
this; I will read from a letter about the Perth–Darwin highway. It states — 

Planning and design is now well underway — 
This is 2012 —  

with construction expected to commence in 2014. 
That is from a letter that the member for Swan Hills sent. The government was not ready, because it was not 
pushing the project. It was pushed by the City of Swan—I know this—and the federal Labor Party. It gave 
a commitment very early on and the state government has been playing catch-up. That is what is happening, so 
do not pretend. I am amazed when I see these photos of these road openings, honestly, with all these people, 
none of whom had anything to do with project. They had nothing to do with the project. I sometimes look at 
photos of people at these ribbon cuttings and think, “Hang on, you were not even a minister. You would not even 
know what the project was. You had no role.” This is a project driven by federal Labor. Charlie Zannino said 
that in a public forum and that is why the Liberal Party chased him out of office. That is what the Liberal Party 
did, because it has a glass jaw. Unless a person is with the Liberal Party absolutely, it goes after them; that is 
what it does. The Treasurer is the worst. He cannot handle any criticism. He tries to annihilate anyone who gives 
him criticism. I have never seen anything quite like it. He takes all criticism personally, even if it is not personal 
criticism, but criticism of a policy. He has a glass jaw. When I worked in government, there were front-page 
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headlines in newspapers and people chasing us down for increases in taxes every day. Every day we were 
attacked, normally by the Liberal Party and its friends, about stamp duty increases. Stamp duty increases 
happened at a time of increasing economic activity, as opposed to the land tax increases happening in a declining 
economy in which commercial vacancies are high and the economy is collapsing. The Liberal Party and its 
friends chased us down every day. Here, one person criticises the Treasurer. He misled yesterday trying to say 
that the property developer mentioned does not donate to the Liberal Party. I mean, give me a break. Go and 
check the facts. He tried to say yesterday that the Liberal Party was not receiving donations from that property 
developer. I mean, honestly.  
He let all of his colleagues—I will maybe touch on this a bit later—tell the public that aggregation would be 
fixed in this budget. I understand the arguments for and against aggregation. It is a complex policy issue. I can 
understand some of the elements of unfairness, and I can understand that to remove it would be a significant 
cost. The shadow Treasurer and I have had many discussions about aggregation, would members believe. We 
wondered about all these backbenchers, all the Liberal Party members, out there telling all their constituents that 
aggregation would be abolished. Is that possible? We said, “No way.” 
Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: How does the minister know? Honestly, the minister may be a decent person, but seriously 
he is out of the picture. He has been given Health, let us face it. He is just there to carry government over and to 
try to not make too many problems in Health. That is what he is there for.  
Dr A.D. Buti: A safe pair of hands. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: He is a safe pair of hands, although after looking at the plumbing issues at Elizabeth Quay, 
I do not think he is that safe at all. No-one cares about the henchman. We should buy the minister an 
Austin Powers T-shirt saying, “No-one ever cares about the henchman.” The Treasurer has such a glass jaw that 
when he gets criticised for increasing land tax for three years in a row, he somehow creates World War Three 
with someone who, honestly, has not had many battles with the Liberal Party. If this is a man who can alienate 
someone like that property developer, what is he doing with the rest of the community? We know what he is 
doing with the rest of the community. The community does not find him very believable when he is on TV. 
Again, he admitted yesterday about this privatisation that the government put it in the budget to give it 
a legitimacy to advertise. That is all the government is doing. It is going to try to run an ad campaign. Do 
members know what? People are pretty smart about privatisation. They know that privatisation normally equals 
increases in costs, increases in prices and cuts to jobs, because the profits have to go somewhere. There is this 
whole idea that privatisation is this panacea of all financial ills. The reality is that government does not have to 
make significant hurdles to rates of return on its assets, but the private sector does. When the government 
privatises, all it does is lose control of the asset. It could be sold anywhere to anyone. All it means is increased 
prices. The member for Victoria Park is sneezing; luckily the Minister for Health is here!  

The current Minister for Health I understand is now the minister partly responsible for part of Elizabeth Quay, 
that being the Chevron building—the most complicated administrative portfolio arrangement I have ever seen. 
I am just going to end with Elizabeth Quay. There were government members on 29 January with big scissors. 
This was going to be their 2016 momentum. This was going to be their big one. The government did everything. 
It spent millions—Zumba classes, free hula hoop classes, some yoga classes; it spent big. The government made 
it the most political opening I have ever seen. There were selfies. I went through the Facebook page and nearly 
every Liberal Party member was there with a selfie at Elizabeth Quay. But the government did not do the basics 
right. It spent all its time on propaganda and it could not even get the plumbing right. The government spent the 
whole time hula hoop dancing, with pop-up jugglers, free face painting—everything, you name it. There was 
a cuddly farm for children. I cannot go through how many things were there. There were laser lights. There was 
everything. 

An opposition member: Merry-go-rounds.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, there were merry-go-rounds. The government relocated everything from another part of 
town to Elizabeth Quay and said, “Look at all those people coming.” If everything is relocated from Northbridge 
and put there, that is where people will go to see the Fringe World Festival. Elizabeth Quay did not create the 
festival; the government just put everything there. It spent millions on that development and now look at it. Land 
sales have pretty much evaporated. It is costing us millions. The government could not get the plumbing right 
and we have a water park that injured children. Out of everything that is symptomatic of where the government 
has landed, that project is it. The government is all puff and spin but it cannot even get the basic parts like 
plumbing right. 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [3.30 pm]: Thanks to the Liberal–National government, there has never been a better 
time to live in regional Western Australia and no better time to live in the Vasse electorate. This is because the 
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Liberal–National government, unlike the Labor Party, cares about improving the lives of all Western Australians, 
whether they live in the city or in the country. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, thank you. We have got the point. 

Ms L. METTAM: Regional Western Australia has been transformed by the Liberal–National government. 
Successive budgets under the Liberal–National government have seen the largest commitment to regional 
investment ever, and it is a commitment that continues under this latest budget. We are all aware of the 
challenges of living in a state that has grown by 450 000 people since 2008. We are aware of the challenges of 
living in an economy that is transitioning away from being a resource-based economy. But it is only this 
Liberal-led government that understands and is willing to address the challenges faced by regional communities 
like the Vasse electorate. The Vasse electorate continues to expand as the fastest-growing regional area in 
Western Australia, with a growth rate of four per cent, or more than 1 000 new residents, per annum. These new 
residents include young families; retirees; young professionals; students; fly in, fly out workers; and migrants, to 
name a few. This is why, thanks to the 2016 budget and through Liberal representation, Vasse continues to be 
supported to meet the demands of an ever-increasing and evolving population. In this budget, we are supporting 
growth with a $32.1 million investment in Cape Naturaliste College. We continue to support community sport 
and activity and regional tourism and we are investing in new industries, which support jobs for a growing 
region. 

The Liberal–National government is committed to supporting the growing number of students in regional 
Western Australia. I am proud to say that thanks to this government, we have the highest paid teachers and the 
best resourced schools in the nation, and nowhere is this truer than in our regions. Our dedicated investment in 
improving opportunities for quality learning and teaching environments will continue to attract more people to 
live and work in regional WA. Improved educational outcomes will lead to a highly skilled workforce that will 
continue to contribute to the economic strength of our regions. Planning for the second stage of Cape Naturaliste 
College will begin in 2017, with building set to start the following year. Busselton’s Cape Naturaliste College 
has received a significant boost in this budget, with the announcement of $32 million for the second stage 
expansion. This expansion, which includes $6 million from the royalties for regions program, will double the 
college’s permanent student capacity. This will mean that at the start of the 2020 school year, Cape Naturaliste 
College will have permanent classrooms and state-of-the-art specialist facilities for 1 200 students. The college, 
which is well established in the community, was originally opened as a middle school by the previous Labor 
government but whilst it was extended and opened as a secondary college, it never had the facilities to support 
that transition. This expansion will improve the already outstanding learning opportunities available to students 
in the Busselton area, including at Dunsborough and Yallingup. The second stage will include science 
laboratories, visual arts and media studios, a materials technology learning area, general classrooms and 
a performing arts centre. These upgraded facilities at Cape Naturaliste College will support the expected increase 
in student enrolment across the South West Region and the Vasse electorate. 

The Liberal–National government is committed to keeping our regional communities active, healthy and 
engaged. The community sporting and recreation facilities fund is one of the most successful programs in 
bringing communities together through regional WA. This is increasingly important as our regions get larger. 
This year’s budget sees a boost to this program of $12 million. These small grants make a big difference to the 
amenity of our sporting clubs. Projects in Busselton and Dunsborough have already been granted funding in the 
most recent rounds to improve facilities at the local yacht clubs and the pony club, for example. These may be 
small projects but they mean a lot to regional communities. 

The Liberal–National government is committed to regional events tourism. The City of Busselton prides itself on 
being the events capital of regional Western Australia, which supports every business in the electorate, either 
directly or indirectly. Our region has developed into an events drawcard for Western Australia with a broad 
range of experiences on offer, covering all age groups and interests. These events encourage visitation, inspire 
community involvement, add vibrancy and provide media exposure to the region, which supports tourism and 
jobs. It is pleasing to see that events such as the Club Marine Geographe Bay Race Week, Jazz by the Bay, the 
SunSmart Busselton Jetty Swim and the Quit Forest Rally have received funding in the past, all of which bring 
a unique and diverse group of people to the electorate, sometimes for the first time. The state budget contains 
some very good news for tourism, with Tourism WA’s overall budget increasing by $4.2 million year-on-year, 
bringing the total budget to $93.2 million for the next financial year. As part of the 2016 budget, the government 
will provide additional funding to Tourism WA to help the industry achieve its $12 billion goal in visitor 
expenditure by 2020, including a $16.9 million funding commitment for destination marketing over this period. 
That funding also includes a $268 million investment across regional WA. 
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The Liberal–National government is committed to investing in new industries such as the creative industries. 
Regional Western Australia is undergoing an exciting transformation at the moment. We are seeing the 
development of new industries for the first time—industries such as the creative industry sector. The state 
government has launched a regional film fund to the value of $16 million, which will generate local jobs and 
investment in this growth industry. Creative industries currently represent $70 million worth of exports and it is 
recognised, along with tourism, as a major growth area of our local regional economy. The regional film fund 
will attract productions to WA’s unique regional areas, which again delivers jobs, supports local businesses and 
grows and supports tourism.  

This fund will provide WA with a competitive advantage over other states in attracting film productions in WA. 
CinefestOZ, headquartered right in the middle of Busselton, with other smaller events across the south west 
region, has been bringing national and international filmmakers to the south west region for the last eight years. 
In a former life I was involved in this festival. It is amazing to see what this event has become. It is an event that 
now hosts Australia’s richest film prize. The $16 million funding through royalties for regions will be 
administered through ScreenWest, partnering regional development commissions to market locally and overseas 
WA’s great locations to attract productions. The regional film fund will seek to enhance successful partnerships 
with the screen industry as demonstrated with the recent productions of Breath in Denmark, Jasper Jones in 
Pemberton and Red Dog: True Blue in the Pilbara.  

The Liberal–National government continues to invest in controlled burns to protect our homes from fire and to 
reduce fuel loads in the region. Our goal is to burn 200 000 hectares or 45 per cent a year of state forest or 
national parks in the south west carrying fuel loads accumulated over six years or longer. The state government 
continues to support this effort and additional funding of $20 million has been allocated over four years towards 
this effort on top of the investment already provided through the Department of Parks and Wildlife. As the local 
member for Vasse, I have supported further burns in this region and encouraged the community to get on board 
by ensuring their properties are safe. The priority burning areas in the region are around Yallingup, particularly 
behind Yallingup hills, where the fuel load is a significant concern.  

The Liberal–National government continues to address the complex issues of sharks in our swimming beaches. 
We are doing this by increasing our awareness of shark behaviour and monitoring their presence in the ocean. 
We have seen an improvement in this sensitive and vital public safety issue. From the many conversations I have 
had in the Vasse electorate with surfers, my daughters, swimmers and fishers, they all see great value in the real-
time satellite-linked shark detection receiver network. That is why the allocation of $495 000 for the replacement 
of up to 18 prototype receivers with the latest technology is great news for local ocean enthusiasts. Since 2008, 
the state government has invested $28 million in the shark monitoring network, including extended 
surf-lifesaving helicopter patrols and the development of the Sharksmart website tagging and monitoring. 
Locally, we have seen also the investment of two beach enclosures in Busselton and Dunsborough, both of 
which provide safer areas in which families and tourists can enjoy our waters and which have become very 
popular for ocean distance swimming. 

Importantly, in this year’s budget, we are seeing also a valuable investment in agriculture with a commitment of 
$50 million through the Liberal–National government Seizing the Opportunity program. In total, $272 million 
has been also contributed through royalties for regions. Thanks to the Liberal–National government, there has 
never been a better time to see investment in regional Western Australia. In the Vasse electorate, we have seen 
this through the growth of jobs, through the diversity of the economy and through the vibrancy of this region—
something we have never seen before. It is certainly an exciting time in regional Western Australia. We have 
only the Liberal–National government to thank for this transformation in our regions.  

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [3.44 pm]: I, too, rise to speak to the second reading of the Appropriation 
(Recurrent 2016–17) Bill 2016 and the Appropriation (Capital 2016–17) Bill 2016. As we have heard from our 
colleagues, there are real failings in this budget. I would like to emphasise how the budget has failed the 
community in employment. My view is that it does not deliver job opportunities in a time of need and reduces 
training opportunities by hiking up fees. The budget papers indicate that business is at the highest level of any 
state, yet somehow we are congratulating ourselves on having the second lowest employment figures. When 
business investment is the highest of any level in the country, we would think that would also sustain previously 
established jobs. If not, we have wasted all the years when there have been a high number of jobs and low 
unemployment and we could have been looking at how we could diversify our economy to deliver alternative 
employment when those jobs came off the boil. Part of the problem, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr I.M. Britza), of 
which you may be aware given your constituents, is that many of the people living in areas of high diversity and 
newly arrived Australians went into low-skilled employment such as that in nursing homes and fabrication. 
Those jobs have not been lost to the system; the people who were in jobs lost to the system in the mining 
industry have come back and displaced those people in the community who can least afford to be displaced from 
employment and who can least afford that sort of difficulty. People who have been high-income earners in times 
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of really high employment have come back into the system and replaced people in low-skilled and quite low-
income areas. Those people least able to afford it are bearing the brunt of the high unemployment we currently 
see. The travesty in all that is that the people who are most disadvantaged are our youth.  

I welcome the government’s announcement that the recruitment freeze is over but I wonder what that will mean 
in reality when, among other things, departments such as the Department of Local Government and 
Communities are being gutted. It is a small department. Communities is a really small area but it does vital work 
delivering services and information into the community. It provides services such as the Seniors Information 
Services, the Women’s Information Service WA line, Parenting WA and Youth Policy. The budget papers show 
that quite a substantial number of jobs have been cut.  

The Equal Opportunity Commission is another area that provides very important services in our community to 
ensure that people have some recourse and capacity for justice if they are discriminated against or treated 
unfairly in their employment or in other areas. It has suffered cuts to staffing two or three years ago of some six 
of seven full-time equivalent positions and it will again lose, I think, eight FTEs. How can the commission 
continue to operate the service at the level people in this community need? It is little wonder most of these 
agencies now have to charge fees and services just to do their public service. It is a public service and it should 
be delivering services to the public that we as policy makers have said is reasonable. We have not said in this 
place that we do not think the Equal Opportunity Act should apply any longer. In fact, when a question is asked, 
the government says that the act is there and people have that recourse. We stand on saying that we have these 
facilities and these services, yet we make them nigh on impossible to deliver in the community because we take 
away the number of people delivering those services. We cannot have service delivery without the people to 
deliver the services. That is certainly the case with Parenting WA support services.  

I remind members that a couple of weeks ago, or it might have been a month ago, the Commissioner of Police 
made public comment about how parents need to support their children and ensure they are looked after and do 
not get into the justice system. As I recall—this is just off the top of my head—the then Minister for Child 
Protection said that parents can access Parenting WA if they need support. Well, no more! The government can 
no longer say that parents can access Parenting WA, because as of 31 December this year, some 60 jobs in that 
service will be abolished. The government says 44 jobs will be abolished. The union says it will be around 
60  jobs. Perhaps 20 of those people will be redeployed in another part of government. However, the 
on-the-ground delivery of parenting services by the parenting coordinators in the public sector will be gone. That 
valuable service in our community will be gone. 
The government has justified this decision by saying that parenting support services will be delivered by the 
not-for-profit sector. The decision that the government has made in this budget will mean that from 31 December 
this year, the Department for Child Protection and Family Support will no longer offer its Parenting WA 
services and Best Start program. That is not a good decision. It will enable the government to save money. 
The government is basically cost shifting. The government believes that the not-for-profit sector will be able 
to deliver the same quality of service at a lower cost. When the government pays the not-for-profit sector to 
deliver a service, that covers the cost of employing staff to deliver that service, but it does not cover the 
administrative costs and the rental costs of running the organisation. The pay and conditions of people who 
work in the not-for-profit sector are lower than those of people who work in the public sector. Many of the 
jobs in the not-for-profit sector are filled by women. The Minister for Women’s Interests has said that she is 
concerned about the gender pay gap. However, her government has made the decision to abolish the jobs of 
those people in the public sector who are delivering this service and are paid at a certain level, and to privatise 
those jobs to people in the not-for-profit sector who will be paid a lower wage. Frankly, because the not-for-
profit sector cannot pay the same wages as are paid in the public sector, it has to rely on the commitment and 
passion of its workers. The government should ensure that workers employed by non-government 
organisations are paid the same wages as they would be paid if they were employed in the public sector. 
However, that is never the case. That means that the gender pay gap is effectively increased. When the 
delivery of services by the social trainers who work with people with disability was privatised to the not-for-
profit sector, those social trainers were paid significantly less. If the government were serious about the 
gender pay gap, it would ensure that the pay and remuneration of people in the non-government sector was at 
a similar level to that provided in the public sector. 
As I have said, the services provided by Parenting WA, and the Best Start program, will be gutted, and the 
Department for Child Protection and Family Support will establish a centre of parenting excellence. This 
centre will be located in an old building in Mt Lawley. I have some familiarity with that building. It is near 
the new underpass and close to North Metropolitan TAFE. I reckon that if I asked a question on notice, 
members would find that four or five small government organisations have gone through that building, and 
they have then been gutted and the government has got rid of them. It is a clearing house. It is basically 
a departure lounge for organisations that the government has no more interest in. The government thinks that 
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if it puts them in this building, they will get lost in the system and the government can then get rid of them 
quietly. 
That is exactly what happened with youth justice services. There used to be youth justice services in the 
regions. If young people got a caution or a charge from the police, the youth justice services would do early 
intervention work with those young people to keep them out of the justice system. It was fear-factor stuff. The 
young person would come in with their parents, and they were told how serious it was. It may have been 
slightly middle class–orientated, but it was very effective in ensuring that these kids were aware of the 
seriousness of their actions and the impact on the victims, and made a commitment to do community service 
and did not enter the justice system. It was very important early intervention work and it helped to prevent 
recidivism. What happened to those workers? They were taken out of the regions and sent to that old building 
in Mt Lawley. They have now gone. The Centre for Parenting Excellence will now be located in that building. 
Let us see in a few years where that has gone. 
Parenting WA is providing a valuable service in the community. I have worked with one of the Parenting WA 
coordinators. They conduct a variety of activities and work as a collaborative team in delivering services to 
the community. They identify parents at risk and work with those parents to help them improve their 
parenting skills. One of the big concerns of people who are new to Australia—members may be aware of 
this—is that they think Child Protection will come in and take their kids away and they will not have the 
capacity to parent in the way their culture says they should parent. The parenting coordinators stand outside of 
the Department for Child Protection and Family Support and work with community heads and community 
leaders to dissuade parents of that concern. They also assist these communities to learn what is expected in the 
broader Australian community when it comes to parenting. 
I will give members a classic story. One of my friends told me that in her community, they talk about beating 
their kids. What they really mean is smacking their kids. They will say, “I gave him a good beating,” and the 
kid goes to school and says he got a beating, when all he got was a smack around the legs or something like 
that, and the teacher says, “Oh, my gosh!”, and then there is a report and all the things that come from that. 
The parenting centres are doing a great job in that area. They allay the fears of parents and help them 
understand the differences in cultural terminologies. They talk to them about the expectations in the 
contemporary Australian community around children. That work sometimes culminates in putting on little 
plays to teach parents in the community. From 31 December, that will be gone. This government does not see 
parenting services as a service that it should deliver. 
Parenting WA provides families, grandparents and carers with information and resources. It also runs courses. 
My husband and I once did a Parenting WA course. My 20-year-old will attest to the fact that it was very 
positive. We did the PPP—the positive parenting program—and my son’s growth and health attest to how 
valuable that course was.  

I often used to say that I made a better aunt than I would a parent, but when it all came to fruition I did the right 
thing and did a course to ensure that I could assist my son with his emotional resilience. I did that through 
Parenting WA, and was provided with one-on-one support and community workshops. The 2014–15 annual 
report of the Department of Local Government and Communities lists the key achievements of Parenting WA. It 
ran a number of other programs such as 1-2-3 Magic, the Positive Parenting Program, the Circle of Security 
course, Tuning in to Kids, and Tuning in to Teens. Being able to support parents at that really critical period of 
time—the teenage years—is very important, and that support has now gone. There were also courses on 
engaging adolescents, and courses run by Protective Behaviours WA. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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